
1 
SW 26/9/18 

 

THE ROAD TO VIENNA 

A fully supported and guided cycling holiday from Harwich to Vienna 
 
 

Grade 3: Moderate 

 
This information should answer some of your questions about the trip and give you a better 
idea of what we do day-to-day. It doesn’t hope to answer everything. If you have any 
questions please get in touch.  
 

 
 

 The route follows two of Europe’s most iconic rivers the Rhine and the Danube 

 Cycling along the Upper Middle Rhine Valley, a UNESCO World Heritage Site 

 Cycling along the River Pegnitz into the historic city of Nuremberg 

 Evening stroll in medieval Regensburg 

 Cycling through the Wachau, a UNESCO World Heritage Site in the Danube Valley 

 Overnight stay in Passau, the ‘Venice of Bavaria’ 

 Final night in Vienna 
 
 
The trip 
This 17 day cycling holiday has been carefully designed to take in some of the finest 
summer cycling that Europe has to offer. We start on the North Sea coast of the 
Netherlands and progress over sixteen days of relatively easy and virtually traffic-free 
cycling along the gorgeous riverside cycle paths of continental Europe until we reach our 
goal, Vienna.  
The ride follows the course of two of Europe’s most famous rivers, the Rhine and the 
Danube, on each day you will be immersed in the breath-taking scenery of the 
Netherlands, central Germany and Austria. We will be passing through or stopping for the 
night in cities and towns steeped in history and which reverberate in the culture of the 
particular region.  
We will be cycling for around 5 to 9 hours each day predominantly using well signed and 
sealed tarmac cycle paths. There may be stretches of cycling on gravel and rougher 
terrain and occasionally in traffic. 
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The trip starts in Harwich with a full pre-tour briefing. Your luggage will be transported 
each day in our support vehicle, which will be on hand throughout the holiday to help in 
any way you require.  
Summer cycle touring along the Rhine and Danube doesn’t get any better than the RTV. 
 
 

 
 
Trip leader 
The tour has been fully ridden, researched and designed by our leaders who have had 
many years of cycle touring experience with them. On each trip there are two leaders, one 
of them cycling everyday with the group and other looking at the support in the Van. 
 
Accommodation  
We have our first night’s accommodation on board the ferry from Harwich to the Hook of 
Holland and we then use a combination of  family run or chain hotels hotels.  
 
Food 
We embark by ferry on Friday night and you will need to provide your own evening meal 
- there is a restaurant on board. From then on all breakfasts and lunches are included 
except for departure day when breakfast only is provided. Lunch will be in the way of 
sandwiches, a picnic or a café stop at a prearranged rendezvous. You will be free to choose 
where to eat your evening meals but in practice we will often eat together either in the 
hotel or a nearby restaurant or beer hall. 
 
Bike hire and bike transport  
We can arrange bike hire if needed please contact us to discuss your requirements.  
We are also able to transport your bike (at your own risk) to the starting point and back 
to the UK when the trip ends in Vienna. Please contact the office for further details. 
 
The weather 
Our tour is specifically designed to take advantage of the best European weather. July 
temperatures in the Netherlands range between a low of 14°C and a high of 23°C with  
Germany and Austria enjoying temperatures between 12°C and 24°C. The Vienna region 
has rainfall of around 75mm each July, it is likely that we will encounter a summer shower 
as we wend our way from the Hook of Holland to the capital of Austria so waterproofs 
are necessary. 
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Route notes/mapping  
You will be provided with a map book, which details the route and which is completely 
adequate for navigating the entire Road to Vienna tour. Those using a Garmin or similar 
device will be provided with GPX files to the route. Please ensure you are fully conversant 
with the operation of your Garmin before the tour commences. Please contact the office 
for your files (available from the 1 July).  
As part of your pre tour preparation you may wish to purchase the following guidebooks: 
Danube Bike Trail 1 Donaueschingen to Passau: German Danube – From Donaueschingen 
to Passau, 1: 50.000, published by Bikeline (May 2012) ISBN 978-3850002493   
Danube Bike Trail 2 Passau to Vienna: Austrian Danube - From Passau to Vienna, 
1:50.000, published by Bikeline (July 2012) 978-3850001601 
      

 

                        Wachau valley  

 
 
 
DAY-BY-DAY ITINERARY 
The route of this itinerary is flexible and should be seen as a guide only. Local conditions, 
weather or fitness could lead to changes in our daily plans. All times and distances are 
approximate. (BLD) refers to meals included in the trip cost, i.e. Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner. 
 
JOINING DAY 
Cross the North Sea 
Your trip joins at Harwich International Port, Station Road, Parkeston, Harwich, Essex 
CO12 4SR, the nearest railway station is Harwich International (HPQ) CO12 4SR.  
After an overnight crossing of the North Sea the following morning we will disembark 
from the Stena Hollandica and our adventure begins. 
 
DAY 1: The Hook of Holland to Tilburg 67 miles  
From the Hook of Holland, a busy port and a seaside town in its own right, we will be 
taking one of the numerous cycle paths that lead from the town and making progress to 
the west of Rotterdam through Barendrecht and out into the countryside before finally 
arriving into Tilburg. We will be cycling for 70 miles and in the saddle for around 7 to 8 
hours, although quite long the terrain is flat and the cycling not difficult. (B,L) 
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DAY 2: Tilburg to Roermond 75 miles  
Today we will be pedalling for 75 miles from Tilburg to Roermond, crossing the city of 
Eindhoven and onwards to the southeast. We will again be spoilt with some immaculate 
cycle paths where the cycling will find us in beautiful areas of heath, moorland and 
meadows, which surround Roermond, an old atmospheric town situated on the banks of 
the Meuse, Roer and Swaim. (B,L) 
 
DAY 3: Roermond to Cologne 67 miles  
Once again the cycling is flat and easy and a few miles from Roermond we will be crossing 
the border into Germany and continuing to the southeast. As we progress we will skirt 
around Erkelenz on the northern edge of the Cologne lowland and as we progress we will 
eventually get first sight of the River Rhine and then the towering spires of Cologne 
Cathedral. The cycling into Cologne is really enjoyable with the River Rhine to the left, the 
massive and impressive Ford Factory to the right and the historic city of Cologne ahead. 
We traverse Cologne, hugging the river bank on the traffic free cycle path before stopping 
beyond the city centre in the district of Rodenkirchen. (B,L) 
 
DAY 4: Cologne to Koblenz 65 miles  
Today our route will feature some epic cycling along the banks of the River Rhine. The 
route we are taking is laced with history and we will be cycling through Bonn the former 
capital of West Germany. The Rhine will be a constant feature of the journey south east 
to our destination at Koblenz, a city which straddles both banks of the Rhine and lies at 
the confluence of the river Moselle. Koblenz is at the heart of the German wine trade and 
there will be an opportunity for sightseeing (and sampling!) in the evening. (B,L) 
 
 
 
 
 
     
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DAY 5: Koblenz to Mainz 63 miles  
Leaving Koblenz we cycle along the banks of the Rhine for our 63 mile journey to Mainz. 
Today should prove to be a memorable journey, as we will be cycling along the Upper 
Middle Rhine Valley, given UNESCO World Heritage Site status in recognition of its role 
as one of the most historically important trading routes in Europe. The day’s cycling will 
be against a backdrop of castles, historic towns and vineyards. For two millennia the 
Upper Middle Rhine Valley has been at the fulcrum of cultural and trade exchanges 
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between the Mediterranean region and northern Europe and there have been settlements 
along this part of the Rhine since the last Ice Age. (B,L) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

              The Carnival Fountain, Mainz 

 
DAY 6: Mainz to Aschaffenburg 60 miles  
It will be hard to better yesterday’s ride however as we push onwards we will be leaving 
Mainz, crossing the Rhine and following the cycle path alongside the River Main towards 
Frankfurt. In similar fashion to our course through Cologne, riding through Frankfurt is 
easy, we are simply following the River Main cycle path, which is traffic free. After 
traversing Frankfurt we continue to Aschaffenburg, Bavaria which straddles both banks 
of the River Main. (B,L) 
 
 

 
Rhein-Brücke 

 

 
DAY 7: Aschaffenburg to Wurzburg 50 miles  
We continue our south easterly track with a ride of 54 miles from Aschaffenburg to 
Wurzburg. After leaving Aschaffenburg we head into the open Bavarian countryside, 
eventually passing through Bessenbach, Hessenthal and crossing the River Main at 
Triefenstein and then along the eastern bank of the river before turning inland once again 
and setting a course for Wurzburg in northern Bavaria. In the evening we will be seeking 
out a traditional Bavarian hostelry to sample the local fare. (B,L) 
 
DAY 8: Wurzburg to Nuremberg 77 miles  
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Cycling into Nuremberg is definitely not to be missed and the price to pay is a few extra 
miles in the saddle. The journey from Wurzburg to Nuremberg will feature some superb 
cycling as we negotiate quiet lanes and cycle paths en route to this historic Bavarian city. 
We will be cycling through numerous small, quaint villages packed with character as we 
make our way across country. In the evening we will be ready for a Nurnberger Bratwurst 
and a glass or two of the famous Weissbier. (B,L) 
 
DAY 9: Nuremberg to Regensburg 70 miles  
Nuremberg to Regensburg on a bicycle has the definite ring of an adventure to it. Today 
will encompass some fantastic cycling taking us from one of Germany’s most historic 
cities to one of the world’s most beautiful. As ever the order of the day will be quiet back 
roads and well maintained cycle paths, the Bavarian countryside is unspoilt and the air 
crisp and clean. Summer sunshine, cool woodland and meadows interspersed with small 
Bavarian villages and towns should make today’s leg of the journey something to 
remember. As we enter the city we will finally catch sight of the River Danube about to 
be our companion for the rest of our trip. (B,L) 
 
DAY 10: Regensburg to Deggendorf 52 miles  
Our journey today is a relaxed 52 miles from Regensburg to Deggendorf, which is known 
as the ‘Gateway to the Bavarian Forest’, however before we arrive in Deggendorf we have 
a glorious ride along the banks of the Danube. A river described by Napoleon as ‘the king 
of the rivers of Europe’ and a part of our journey to Vienna which should prove to be both 
memorable and spectacular. (B,L) 
 
DAY 11: Deggendorf to Passau 35 miles  
As we leave Deggendorf we only have the relatively short distance of 34 miles to cycle 
along the banks of the Danube to arrive at our destination in Passau, which the local 
tourist board proudly boasts as the ‘Venice of Bavaria’ where the rivers Vils, Wolfach and 
Pfudrach flow into the Danube. While in Vilshofen we will see the imposing twin towers 
of the Benedictine Abbey Schweiklberg which dominate the town and later in the day 
when we arrive in Passau there will be time for a stroll around town enjoying the 
gorgeous river-scape and other sights such as St. Stephens Cathedral before settling down 
to enjoy our Bavarian supper. (B,L) 
 
 
DAY 12: Passau to Linz 59 miles 
As we cross the border into Austria we will already have had hundreds of miles of 
exceptional cycling under our belt and what is to come can be regarded as the icing on 
the cake. At 58 miles Passau to Linz along the Danube has got to be in the ‘bucket list’ of  
epic bicycle rides. We will cross the German Austrian border some 12 miles from Passau 
and continue eastward, look out for Roman fortresses clinging to the high ground over 
the river. Some are now nothing more than crumbling ruins, some privately owned and 
others exclusive restaurants. We will be spending an enjoyable night in Linz, the third 
largest city in Austria, which was founded by the Romans and named Lentia. (B,L) 
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DAY 13: Linz to Persenbeug 54 miles 
We have another great day of cycling along the banks of the Danube in prospect. After 
breakfast we will make progress to Mauthausen, where we can take time out to visit 
Mauthausen Memorial Site, a place linked to the Holocaust in the Second World War. We 
continue through Grein, Sankt Nikola an der Donau to arrive in the picturesque town of 
Persenbeug. (B,L) 
 
DAY 14: Persenbeug to Krems An Der Donau 38 miles 
This is the penultimate day of our adventure with 45 glorious ‘Danube miles’ standing 
between Persenbeug and Krems an der Donau. The ride in between these two places can 
best be described in a single word, awesome. The nuts and bolts of the journey are simple; 
we will be riding through the Austrian settlements of Pochlarn, Emmersdorf an der 
Donau, Durnstein before arriving into Krems. With our ultimate goal of Vienna in sight 
and the hard work over, this should be a day to savour. As ever we will be cycling against 
the backdrop of the River Danube, towering escarpments, lush woodland, birdsong and 
bright blue skies. Krems is situated at the eastern gateway of the Wachau Valley and one 
of Europe’s loveliest rivers-capes, it is also one of the oldest settlements in Austria. In 
2000 Krems was added to the UNESCO World Heritage list. Before settling down for the 
evening we will have chance to take a walk around the old town and observe the Steiner 
Tor, the towns landmark dating back to the 15th Century and the Simandl Fountain. (B,L) 
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Krems An der Donau 

 
DAY 15: Krems An Der Donau to Vienna 55 miles  
The final day of a long distance bicycle tour can be bittersweet. The destination is in sight 
and the objective almost achieved but this sense of satisfaction is often tinged with a 
sense of sadness that the journey is almost over. After an easy, yet gorgeous ride of 51 
miles this evening when we arrive into the vibrant city of Vienna we’ll have made it, 930 
miles under our own steam across three countries. A small band of cyclists who began 
the journey as strangers will have become firm friends, yet soon to disperse home. So the 
last day in the saddle is one to celebrate and enjoy, grab the ride with both hands and 
make haste to Vienna, sing and shout for joy. Live for the moment and be happy you’ve 
done it, you’ve cycled all the way from the Hook of Holland to one of the most beautiful 
cities in Europe and you may never pass this way again. (B,L)  
Having arrived in Vienna on Saturday evening the support crew will be on hand to assist 
you with your departure arrangements such as the best way to get to the airport or 
railway station. They will also be loading your bikes for return to the UK. Once these 
housekeeping tasks are completed we will find a restaurant for a final farewell meal.  
 

 
DAY 16:   
Departure:  
The support crew will be leaving very early in the morning and you are free to explore 
the city before returning home. (B) 
 
 
 
Pedal Nation Courtwood House, Silver Street Head, Sheffield, S1 2DD 
Tel: 0114 352 0060 Email: info@pedal-nation.co.uk 
©2015 All rights reserved. No commercial reproduction, adaptation, distribution or transmission of any part or parts of this text, 
website or any information contained therein by any means whatsoever is permitted without the prior written permission of 
Pedal Nation. 


